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 INFINITIVE  SIMPLE PAST PAST PARTICIPLE FRENCH  KINYARWANDA  

  
 

1   To abide  abided/abode abided/abode Demeurer  Kwihanganira/gukurikiza 
 

   To arise  arose arisen Apparaître  Kwigaragaza 
 

   To awake  awoke awoken Eveiller  Gukangura/kubyutsa 
 

   To babysit  babysat babysat Garder les enf.  de qn Kurera abana b’umuntu 
 

   To backbite  backbit backbitten Médire  Kuvuga umuntu nabi/kunegura 
 

   To be  was/were been Ȇtre  Kuba 
 

   To be born  was/were born been born Naître  Kuvuka 
 

   To bear  bore born Porter  Gutwara/kwihanganira 
 

   To beat  beat beaten Battre  Gukubita 
 

10  To become  became become Devenir  Guhinduka 
 

   To be bored  was/were bored been bored S’ennuyer  Kurambirwa 
 

   To befall  befell befell Advenir  Kugwirira 
 

   To beget  begot begotten Engendrer  Kubyara/kwibaruka 
 

   To begin  began begun Commencer  Gutangira 
 

   To begird  begirded/begirt begirt Encercler, entourer  Kuzenguruka 
 

   To behold  beheld beheld Regarder, voir  Kwitegereza ikintu (ukishimiye) 
 

   To belay  belayed/belaid belayed/belaid Amarrer  Kuzirika ikintu, gushumika 
 

   To be silent  was/were silent been silent Se taire  Guceceka 
 

   To bend  bent bent Courber  Kugonda/kugondama 
 

20  To be right  was/were right been right Avoir raison  Kugira ukuri 
 

   To beseech  besought/beseeched besought/beseeched Supplier  Gusaba, guhatiriza 
 

   To beset  beset beset Entourer,encercler  Kuzenguruka, kugota 
 

   To bespeak  bespoke bespoken Annoncer  Gutangaza ikintu 
 

   To bet  bet bet Parier, ȇtre sûr  Guhiga umuhigo 
 

   To bid  bid bid/bidden Ordonner  Gutegeka 
 

   To bind  bound bound Lier  Kuzirika/guhuuza 
 

   To bite  bit bitten Mordre  Kuruma kw’inyamanswa 
 

   To bleed  bled bled Saigner  Kuva amaraso 
 

   To bring  brought brought Amener  Kuzana 
 

30  To blow  blew blown Souffler  Guhuha(umuyaga) 
 

   To break  broke broken Casser  Kuvuna 
 

   To breed  bred bred Elever  Korora 
 

   To broadcast  broadcast broadcast Diffuser(informer)  Gutangaza(amakuru) 
 

   To build  built built Construire  Kubaka 
 

   To burn  burnt/burned burned/burnt Brûler  Gutwika 
 

   To board  boarded boarded Embarquer  Kurira indege 
 

   To betake  betook betaken Se render à  Kujya ahantu 
 

   To breastfeed  breastfed breastfed Allaiter/nourrir  Konsa 
 

   To bring  brought brought Amener  Kuzana 
 

40  To browbeat  browbeat browbeaten Faire peur  Gukanga/guhahamura 
 

   To burst  burst burst Eclater  Gusandara 
 

   To bust  bust/busted bust/busted Eclater  Kumena 
 

   To buy  bought bought Acheter  Kugura 
 

   To cast  cast cast Jeter  Kujugunya 
 

   To catch  caught caught Attraper  Gufata 
 

   To chide  chid chid Reprimander  Kunenga umuntu 
 

   To choose  chose chosen Choisir  Guhitamo 
 

   To cleave  cleaved/cleft/clove cleaved/cleft/cloven Fendre  Gusatura 
 

   To clear-cut  clear-cut clear-cut Déforester  Gutsinsura (gutema ibiti byose) 
 

50  To cling  clung clung S’attacher  Kumatira 
 

   To come  came come Venir  Kuza 
 

   To cost  cost cost Coûter  Kugura(igiciro) 
 

   To creep  crept crept Ramper  Gutondagira(kuurira) 
 

   To crow  crew/crowed crowed Crier/humilier  Kubîka, gusakuza kubera ibyishimo 
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 To cut cut cut Couper  Gutema 

 To deal dealt dealt Distribuer  Kugabanya (to share) 
 To dig dug dug Creuser  Gucukura 

 To dive dived/dove dived Plonger  Kwibira mu mazi 
 To do did done Faire  Gukora 

60 To dogfight dogfought dogfought Combattre en avion  Kurwana kw’indege z’intambara. 
 To draw drew drawn Dessiner  Gushushanya 

 To dream dreamt/dreamed dreamt/dreamed Rȇver  Kurota 

 To drink drank drunk Boire  Kunywa 

 To drive drove driven Conduire  Gutwara imodoka 

 To dwell dwelt dwelt Demeurer  Gutura ahantu. 
 To eat ate eaten Manger  Kurya 

 To engird engirded/engirt engirded/engirt Encercler  Kuzenguruka 

 To enwind enwound enwound Encercler  Kuzenguruka 

 To fall fell fallen Tomber  Kugwa hasi 
70 To feed fed fed Nourrir  Kugaburira 

 To feel felt felt Se sentir  Kwiyumva 

 To fight fought fought Combattre  Kurwana 

 To find found found Trouver  Kubona 

 To fit fitted/fit fitted/fit Adapter  Kubera/gukwira 

 To flee fled fled S’enfuire  Guhunga 

 To fling flung flung Jeter violement  Kujugunya n’ingufu 

 To floodlight floodlit floodlit Illuminer  Kumurika n’urumuri rwinshi 
 To fly flew flown Voler  Kuguruka 

 To forbear forbore forborne S’abstenir, éviter  Kwirinda, kwifata 

80 To forbid forbade forbidden Interdire  Kubuza 

 To forecast forecast/forecasted forecast /forecasted Prevoir  Guteganya/guhanura 

 To forget forgot forgotten Oublier  Kwibagirwa 

 To forgive forgave forgiven Pardoner  Kubabarira 

 To forego forewent foregone Précéder  Kubanziriza/kugenda mbere 

 To forgo forwent forgone Renoncer  Kureka 

 To forsake forsook forsaken Abandoner  Kureka 

 To foresee foresaw foreseen Prévoir  Guteganya 

 To foretell foretold foretold Prédire  Guhanura, guteganya 

 To forswear forswore forsworn Jurer le mensonge  Kurahira ikinyoma 

90 To freeze froze frozen Geler  Gukonja nk’urubura 

 To gainsay gainsaid gainsaid Contredire  Kuvuguruza ibyavuzwe 

 To get got gotten/got Obtenir  Gushyikira, kuronka 

 To get up got up got up Se lever  Guhaguruka 

 To gild gilded/gilt gilded/gilt Dorer  Gusiga zahabu ku kintu 

 To gird girded/girt girded/girt Ceindre  Kuzengurutsa ikintu ikindi 
 To give gave given Donner  Gutanga 

 To go went gone Aller  Kujya 

 To go down went down gone down Descendre  Kujya hasi 
 To go out went out gone out Sortir  Gusohoka 

100 To go past went past gone past Passer  Kunyura 

 To grind ground ground Moudre  Gusya 

 To grow grew grown Croître/grandir  Gukura 

 To hagride hagrode hagridden Gêner, embêter  Kubangamira, gutoteza 

 To hamstring hamstrung hamstrung Paralyser  Guca intege (uciye imitsi) 
 To handwrite handwrote handwritten Manuscrire  Kwandikisha intoki (ikaramu) 
 To hang hung/hanged hung/hanged Suspendre, pendre  Kumanika ikintu cg umuntu. 
 To hate hated hated Detester  Kwanga 

 To have had had Avoir  Kugira 

 To hear heard heard Ecouter  Kumva 

110 To heave heaved/hove heaved/hove Hisser  Guterura n’ingufu(sth heavy 

 To hew hewed hewed/hewn Tailler  Guha ikintu ishusho 
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 To hide hid hid/hidden Cacher  Guhisha 

 To hit hit hit Frapper  Gukubita 

 To hold held held Tenir  Gufata 

 To hoist hoisted/hoist hoisted/hoist Hisser  Kuzamura (ibendera) 
 To housebreak housebroke housebroken Domestiquer  Gutoza inyamanswa,kumena inzu 

 To hurt hurt hurt Faire mal  Kubabaza, kugirira nabi 
 To inbreed inbred inbred Nourrir les familiers  Kugaburira abo mufitanye isano 

 To inhold inheld inheld Contenir  Kwigiramo 

120 To inlay inlaid inlaid Incruster  Gutaaka ushizemo ikindi kintu 

 To input input/inputted input/inputted Rentrer  Kwinjiza amakuru (computer) 
 To inset inset inset Insérer  Gushyira ikintu mu kindi 
 To intercut intercut intercut Entrecouper  Gucomeka agace hagati y’utundi 
 To interweave interwove interwoven Entrelacer  Guhuuza (udoda) 
 To keep kept kept Garder  Kubika, gukomeza gukora ikintu. 
 To kneel knelt knelt Agenouiller  Gupfukama 

 To knit knitted/knit knitted/knit Tricoter  Kuboha (n’ubudodo) 
 To know knew known Savoir/connaître  Kumenya 

 To laugh laughed laughed Rire  Guseka 

130 To lay laid laid Poser  Gushyira/kurambika ikintu 

 To lead led led Amener/conduire  Kujyana 

 To leap leapt/leaped leapt/leaped Sauter/bondir  Gusimbuka 

 To lean leaned/leant leaned/leant S’appuyer  Kwegama 

 To leave left left Quitter  Kuva ahantu 

 To lend lent lent Prȇter  Gutiza 

 To let let let Laisser  Kureka/gusiga 

 To lie lay lain Ȇtre couché  Kuryama ahantu 

 To light lit lit Allumer/éclairer  Gucana 

 To lose lost lost Perdre  Guta, guhomba, kubura 

140 To make made made Faire/fabriquer  Gukora 

 To mean meant meant Signifier  Gusobanura(kw’amagambo) 
 To meet met met Rencontrer  Guhura(n’umuntu) 
 To melt melted melted/molten Fondre  Gushonga/kuyonga 

 To miscast miscast miscast Mal distribuer rôles  Guhitamo nabi (umukinankuru 

 To mischoose mischose mischosen Mal choisir  Guhitamo nabi 
 To mishear misheard misheard Mal entendre  Kumva nabi 
 To mishit mishit mishit Mal frapper  Gukubita nabi 
 To mislay mislaid mislaid Egarer  Gushyira ikintu ahatari ho 

 To mislead mislead mislead Egarer  Kuyobya 

150 To misread misread misread Mal lire  Gusoma nabi 
 To misspell misspelt misspelt Mal orthographier  Kwandika/gusoma nabi 
 To misspend misspent misspent Mal dépenser  Gukoresha nabi 
 To mistake mistook mistaken Faire une erreur  Kwibeshya 

 
To misunderstand misunderstood misunderstood Mal comprendre  Kumva nabi 

 To mow mowed mown/mowed Faucher  Gukata indabo, ibyatsi/ kugesa 

 To naysay naysaid naysaid Nier  Guhakana, kunenga 

 To offset offset offset Compenser  Guhemba, kwisubiraho 

 To outbid outbid outbid Surenchérir  Gutanga menshi (cyamunara) 
 To outdo outdid outdone Surpasser  Gukora neza ukarusha abandi 

160 To outdrink outdrank outdrunk Boire plus que qn  Kunywa ukarusha abandi 
 To outgrow outgrew outgrown Grandir plus vite  Gukura vuba, kubyibuha cyane 

 To output output output Produire  Kutanga/kugaragaza (produce) 
 To outrun outran outrun Distancer  Kwiruka ugasiga abandi 
 To outsell outsold outsold Mieux vendre que  Kugurisha cyane 

 To outshine outshone outshone Eclipser  Kumurika cyane 

 To overbear overbore overborne Dominer  Gukandamiza, kuganza 

 To overcome overcame overcome Vaincre  Gutsinda 

 To overdo overdid overdone En faire trop  Gukora cyane 
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 To overdraw overdrew overdrawn Dépasser son crédit  Kubikuza amafaranga menshi 
170 To overdrive overdrove overdriven Conduire très vite  Gutwara cyane 

 To overeat overate overeaten Trop manger  Kurya cyane 

 To overfeed overfed overfed Suralimenter  Kugaburira cyane 

 To overfly overflew overflown Survoler  Gutumbagira cyane 

 To overhang overhung overhung Surplomber  Kumanika hejuru y’ikindi 
 To overhear overheard overheard Entendre par hasard  Kumva ibitakugenewe 

 To overlay overlaid overlaid Recouvrir  Gupfuka/gufunika ikintu 

 To overlie overlay overlain Se mettre sur  Kuryama hejuru y’ikintu 

 To overpay overpaid overpaid Surpayer  Kwishyura menshi 
 To override overrode overridden Dépasser  Gutwara ifarashi cyane 

180 To overrun overran overrun Dépasser/envahir  Kwiruka cyane/kwigarurira 

 To oversee oversaw overseen Superviser  Kugenzura 

 To oversell oversold oversold Survendre  Kwemera kugurisha byinshi 
 To overshoot overshot overshot Dépasser  Kurenza 

 To oversleep overslept overslept Trop dormir  Gusinzira cyane 

 To overspend overspent overspent Trop dépenser  Gusohora fr. menshi,gusesa 

 To overtake overtook overtook Dépasser  Guca ku kintu kigenda buhoro. 
 To overthrow overthrew overthrown Renverser  Kwigaranzura ubutegetsi 
 To overwrite overwrote overwritten Ecraser  Gusiba ukabisimbuza ibishya 

 To partake partook partaken Participer  Kugira uruhare mu kintu 

190 To pay paid paid Payer  Kwishyura 

 To plead pled/pleaded pled/pleaded Plaider  Gutanga igitekerezo mu rukiko 

 To prepay prepaid prepaid Prépayer  Kwishyura mbere 

 To preset preset preset Prérégler  Gushyiraho ikintu mbere 

 To proofread proofread proofread Relire  Gukosora inyandiko (amakosa 

 To prove proved proved/proven Prouver  Kwemeza/kugaragaza 

 To put put put Placer, mettre, poser  Gushyira ikintu ahantu 

 To quit quit quit Quitter  Kureka ikintu,kwegura ku kazi 
 To read read read Lire  Gusoma 

 To rebroadcast rebroadcast rebroadcast Retransmettre  Gusubizaho ikiganiro (radiyo,tv) 
200 To rebuild rebuilt rebuilt Reconstruire  Kongera kûubaka 

 To redo redid redone Refaire  Kongera gukora 

 To redraw redrew redrawn Redessiner  Kongera gushushanya 

 To rehear reheard reheard Réentendre  Kongera kumva 

 To remake remade remade Refaire  Kongera gukora ikintu 

 To rend rent rent Rompre  Gushwanyaguza, kumena 

 To rerun reran reran Courrir de nouveau  Kongera kwiruka 

 To resell resold resold Revendre  Kongera kugurisha 

 To resend resent resent Renvoyer  Kongera kohereza 

 To reset reset reset Remettre  Gushyiraho bushya 

210 To resit resat resat Repasser  Gusubira mu kizamini watsinzwe 

 To restring restrung restrung Enfiler encore  Kongera gutunga ku mugozi 
 To retake retook retaken Reprendre  Kongera gufata 

 To retell retold retold Redire  Kongera kubwira 

 To rethink rethought rethought Repenser, réfléchir  Kongera gutekereza ku kibazo 

 To rewind rewound rewound Rembobiner  Gusubira inyuma 

 To rewrite rewrote rewritten Réecrire  Kwandukura 

 To rid rid rid Débarrasser  Kwikiza ikintu (ikibazo, inzitizi) 
 To ride rode ridden Monter à vélo  Kunyonga igare 

 To ring rang rung Sonner  Kuvuza inzogera 

220 To rise rose risen Se lever  Kuzamura 

 To run ran run Courrir  Kwiruka 

 To saw sawed sawed/sawn Scier  Kubaaza/gukera 

 To say said said Dire  Kuvuga 

 To see saw seen Voir  Kubona 

 To seek sought sought Chercher  Gushaka 
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 To sell sold sold Vendre  Kugurisha 

 To send sent sent Envoyer  Kohereza (ubutumwa) 
 To set set set Poser  Gushyira/kugaragaza 

 To sew sewed sewn Coudre  Kudoda 

230 To shake shook shaken Faire bouger  Gucunda/kunyeganyeza 

 To shear sheared/shore sheared/shore Tondre/couper  Gukatisha ibifite ubugi 
 To shed shed shed Verser  Gusuka 

 To shine shone shone Briller  Kubengerana 

 To shit shit shit Caguer/chier  Kwituma/kunnya 

 To shoe shoed/shod shoed/shod Chausser  Kwambara inkweto 

 To shoot shot shot Tirer  Kurasa/gutera umupira 

 To shortcut shortcut shortcut Accourcir  Guca iy’ubusamo/iya bugufi 
 To show showed showed/shown Montre  Kwerekana 

 To shrink shrank shrunk Diminuer  Kugabanya/gutubya 

240 To shut shut shut Fermer  Gufunga 

 To simulcast simulcast simulcast Diffuser en simultané Gutangariza  kuri radiyo nyinshi 
 To sing sang sung Chanter  Kuririmba 

 To sink sank sunk Couler  Kurohama 

 To sit sat sat S’asseoir  Kwicara 

 To slay slew slain Tuer, assassiner  Kwica 

 To sleep slept slept Dormir  Gusinzira 

 To slide slid slid Glisser  Kunyerera 

 To sling slung slung Lancer  Kujugunya n’umugozi,imbunda 

 To slink slunk slunk S’éclipser  Kugenda mu ibanga 

250 To slit slit slit Fendre  Kumena mo ibice 

 To smell smelt/smelled smelt/smelled Sentir  Gumura, kunuka 

 To smite smote smitten Frapper  Gukubita 

 To sow sowed sowed/sown Semer  Kubiba 

 To soothsay soothsaid soothsaid Prédire  Kuvuga ibizaba, guteganya ibizaba 

 To speak spoke spoken Parler  Kuvuga 

 To speed sped sped Se hater  Kwihuta 

 To spell spelt spelt Epeler  Kubara inyuguti 
 To spend spent spent Dépenser  Kumara/gukoresha 

 To spill spilt spilt Rependre  Gukwirakwiza 

260 To spin spun spun Tournoyer/pivoter  Gukaraga 

 To spit spat spat Cracher  Gucira 

 To split split split Fendre/déchirer  Kumena mo ibice 

 To spoil spoilt spoilt Abîmer  Kwangiza/ konona 

 To spoon-feed spoon-fed spoon-fed Nourrir…à la cuillère Kugaburira uruhinja n’ikiyiko 

 To spotlight spotlit/spotlighted spotlit /spotlighted Mettre en lumière  Kumurika/kwitondera ikibazo 

 To spread spread spread S’étendre  Gukwira ahantu hanini 
 To spring sprang sprung Bondir/jailler  Gusimbuka 

 To stand stood stood Ȇtre débout  Guhagarara 

 To stave staved/stove staved/stove Crever  Gusaduka 

270 To steal stole stolen Dérober, voler  Kwiba 

 To stick stuck stuck Coler  Komeka 

 To sting stung stung Piquer  Kudwinga 

 To stink stank stunk Sentir mauvais  Kunuka 

 To strew strewed strewn Parsemer  Kunyanyagiza ibintu uko ushaka 

 To stride strode stridden Marcher vite  Kwihuta 

 To strike struck struck Frapper  Gukubita 

 To strive strove striven S’afforcer  Kwihata 

 To sublet sublet sublet Sous-louer  Gukodesha igice cg ikintu cyose 

 To sunburn sunburned/sunburnt sunburned/sunburnt Se bronzer  Kota izuba, gutwikwa n’izuba 

280 To swear swore sworn Jurer  Kurahira 

 To sweat sweated/sweat sweated/sweat Transpirer  Kubira ibyuya 

 To sweep swept swept Balayer  Gukubura 
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 To swell swelled swollen Gonfler  Gutumba, kubyimba 

 To swim swam swum Nager  Koga mu mazi menshi 
 To swing swung swung Se balancer  Kwizunguza 

 To take took taken Prendre  Gufata 

 To take off took off taken off Décoler  Gufata ikirere 

 To teach taught taught Enseigner  Kwigisha 

 To tear tore torn Déchirer  Gushwanyaguza 

290 To telecast telecast telecast Télédiffuser  Gucisha ikiganiro kuri televiziyo 

 To tell told told Dire/renconter  Kubwira 

 To think thought thought Penser  Gutekereza 

 To thrive throve thriven Prospérer  Kuramba 

 To throw threw thrown Jeter  Kujugunya 

 To thrust thrust thrust Propulser  Gusunika n’ingufu 

 To tread trod trod/trodden Piétiner  Gusyonyora/ gukandagira ikintu 

 
To troubleshoot troubleshot troubleshot Localiser une panne Gusuzuma ahari ikibazo(imodoka 

 To typecast typecast typecast Enfermer dans le
 rôle Gukinisha umuntu ibintu bimwe 

 To typeset typeset typeset Composer  Kwandika  n’imashini(text to soft 
300 To typewrite typewrote typewritten Dactographier  Kwandikisha imashini yandika 

 To unbend unbent unbent Détendre  Guhetura (umuheto…) 
 To unbind unbound unbound Détacher  Kubohora 

 To unclothe unclothed/unclad unclothed/unclad Enlever les habits Kwambika umuntu ubusa 

 To underbid underbid underbid Donner le bas prix Gutanga fr. make ku kintu 

 To underbuy underbought underbought Acheter à bas prix Kugura ikintu kuri make 

 To undercut undercut undercut Réduire la valeur  Kugurisha kuri /gukorera make 

 To undergo underwent undergone Subir  Kugarukwa/kugirirwaho 

 To underlie underlay underlain Etre à la base de  Kuba munsi ya,kuba impamvu ya 

 To underpay underpaid underpaid Sous-payer  Kwishyura make/guhenda 

310 To undersell undersold undersold Vendre à bas prix Kugurisha kuri make 

 To understand understood understood Comprendre  Kumva (Gusobanukirwa) 
 To undertake undertook undertaken Entreprendre  Gutangira umushinga 

 To underwrite underwrote underwritten Souscrire  Kwandika munsi, kwiyandikisha 

 To undo undid undone Annuler, défaire  Kureka ibyo wari wakoze 

 To unfreeze unfroze unfrozen Dégeler  Gukonjorora 

 To unhide unhid unhidden Réléver  Guhishura 

 To unlay unlaid unlaid Détordre  Kubohora 

 To unsay unsaid unsaid Retirer  Kwivuguruza 

 To unwind unwound unwound Dérouler, débobiner Kubohora icyari kiboshye 

320 To upbuild upbuilt upbuilt Renforcer, fortifier Gukomeza/guha ingufu 

 To uphold upheld upheld Soutenir  Gushyigikira 

 To upset upset upset Déranger, énerver Kurakaza, kubuza amahoro 

 To wake woke/waked waked/woken Réveiller  Gukangura 

 To waylay waylaid waylaid Attaquer/agresser Guhagarika umuntu 

 To wear wore worn S’habiller  Kwambara 

 To weave wove woven Tisser  Kuboha 

 To wed wed/wedded wed/wedded Épouser  Kurongora 

 To weep wept wept Pleurer  Kurira 

 To wet wet/wetted wet/wetted Mouiller  Gutosa/kujandika 

330 To wend wended/went wended/went Aller lentement  Kujya ahantu ugenda buhoro 

 To win won won Gagner  Gutsinda/gutsindira ikintu 

 To wind wound wound Souffler  Kuzengurutsa ikintu umugozi 
 To withdraw withdrew withdrawn Retirer  Gukuraho,kubikuza fr kuri banki 
 To withhold withheld withheld Prélever  Kwamburwa 

 To withstand withstood withstood Resister  Kurwanya 

 To wring wrung wrung Tordre  Guhotora 

 To write wrote written Écrirer  Kwandika 

338 To zinc zinced/zincked zinced/zincked   Gufunika/gusiga ikintu zenke 
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